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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

␣ It’s good to be back in Olympia, ready to tackle the challenges
before us in the 2004 legislative session.  I enjoyed meeting with so
many of you during the last few months, and receiving feedback
critical to my work here on your behalf.

Please continue to share your thoughts, concerns and ques-
tions.  With local priorities in mind, I strive to work in cooperation
with fellow lawmakers to put Washington back on track to eco-
nomic prosperity; create excellence in education for all children;
and provide lasting solutions for our health care system focusing
on preventive care.

I welcome your questions and concerns regarding legislative
issues.  Please don’t hesitate to call on me.  My job is to serve you,
as well as represent you.  I look forward to hearing from you.

␣ Sincerely,

Rodney Tom
State Representative

Representative

Rodney Tom
418 John L. O’Brien Building
PO Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504-0600

Health care solutions

deserve our attention this

session

The cost and quality of our health
care often begins with us.  The cost to
treat smoking-related disease in the
U.S. is $150 billion a year.  What’s
more, the human toll is 440,000
people each year die from smoking.
It’s one thing to inflict illness upon
yourself, but the studies on the dan-
gers second-hand smoke are irrefut-
able.  Smoking-related illnesses
consume 16% of the state’s Medicaid
dollar.  In tight budgetary times, the
public can’t be expected to continue
subsidizing smoking.

Childhood obesity is now epi-
demic in the United States and 14% of children are obese.
My concern is that overweight adolescents have a 70%
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Health care costs are skyrocketing
and while the vast majority of people
have health care coverage, the cost of
that coverage is creating a crisis.  To
help solve it, I support:

■ Teaching children the benefits of
physical exercise early in life by
mandating physical education in
middle school.

■ Outlawing smoking in public places.
■ Instituting small-group insurance

reform.
■ Passing medical malpractice insur-

ance reforms.

chance of becoming overweight or obese adults.  It clearly
makes more sense to prevent rather than pay to treat re-
sulting health problems.

Three out of four Washingtonians
work for small business.  Many of them
can’t get health care coverage because
it’s too expensive for their employers.
The Legislature can be part of the solu-
tion to this crisis by removing govern-
ment mandates and giving employers
greater flexibility to offer working fami-
lies affordable, basic health coverage.

In many communities we are hear-
ing about situations where escalating
medical malpractice premiums are
prompting health care providers to
close their doors or limit the services
they offer.  We must take a comprehen-
sive look at liability reforms to help
manage the high cost of malpractice

insurance and keep good doctors in our communities.
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Education is the key to individual

prosperity and our state’s future

The state’s paramount constitutional duty is education; hence a large por-
tion of our state budget goes to support it.  Our education system represents
the hopes and dreams of our future.  We must strengthen our schools and pro-
vide students with a world-class education to help them successfully compete
in the high tech, global economy.

Focusing on early childhood education can have a significant impact on K-
12 education.  Making sure children are ready to learn by the time they enter
kindergarten is paramount to their future success.  Too many children are left
behind before they begin.  Targeting those children most at risk is one of the
best investments we can make.

Every major study on educational excellence finds that the number one
success factor is having well-trained, well-supported teachers in every class-
room.  We must ensure that all students have an effective teacher through bet-
ter training, higher standards and flexibility to reward high demand specialties
and excellence.

I will continue my support of legislation to allow voters to decide if school
operating levies should be approved by a simple majority, and allow districts
with voter-approved levies to collect all of the money authorized under the levy,
even if it exceeds a state formula for local funding.

We must also continue to improve the Washington Assessment of Student
Learning (WASL) by allowing retakes and making provisions for special educa-
tion students.  This will make sure all students achieve their full potential.

Keeping Washington on track for

improved economic times

In 2004, I’ll work on creating a business climate that grows the economy
and makes Washington more competitive for attracting and keeping family-
wage jobs in our communities. With signs that the U.S. economy is rebounding,
it’s more important than ever to position our state to participate in that eco-
nomic expansion.

Last session, we effectively
passed a no new tax operating
budget designed to help the
neediest in our communities, and
make Washington a better place
to do business.  Boeing’s decision
to build its 7E7 here is an excellent
sign we’re on the right track.

It’s more important than ever
to follow sound fiscal principles as
we create a 2004 supplemental
budget. The state must end 2005
with an operating budget that is
sustainable and doesn’t require
new taxes or a reduction in core
services. We must also strengthen
the state’s spending limit and
create a reliable, “rainy day fund”
for lean years.

Public Schools - 43.8%

Transportation -
0.2%

Natural Resources -
1.3%

Human Services - 34.4% Govt Operations - 1.8%

Judicial - 0.3%

Legislative - 0.6%

Special Approps -
5.9%

Other Education -
0.2%

Higher Education -
11.6%

Rep. Tom offers education ideas to members
of the Family Learning Center.

Following

through on

reforms to

provide jobs

and prosperity

for families

Tax policies that help encour-
age investment in Washington
will go a long way toward sup-
porting growth and creating
employment opportunities for
more people.

As well, I’ve prime-sponsored legislation crucial to keeping home owner-
ship affordable, while ensuring consumers are protected.  I think we all agree
that a new condo shouldn’t leak, and that reputable builders shouldn’t face
frivolous lawsuits – House Bill 3131 would help solve our condominium liability
crisis by ensuring both.  Without my legislation, the supply of new housing will
dwindle, causing a sharp spike in new home prices.  This will create strong pres-
sure to push out urban growth boundary lines, causing more suburban sprawl
and deterioration of our delicate natural environment.

Interesting Education Facts:

■ Last year, the high school drop out rate in Washington was 32%.
■ For every $1 spent in early childhood education, the government saves

$7 in future expenditures.
■ Up to 50% of high school students entering college require

remedial education.
■ We currently under fund college enrollment by more than 18,500 students.
■ We need to make room for an additional 15,000 college students by 2008.

While our economy remains in a
period of slow growth, we must cre-
ate a competitive climate that will
position our state for a strong and
quick recovery by:

■ Renewing and extending tax
incentives for high-tech Research
and Development;

■ Lifting the regulatory burden; and

■ Instituting liability reforms.

About 58% of our
2003-05 Washing-
ton operating bud-
get goes to pay for
education in Wash-
ington.  K-12 re-
ceives nearly 44%
of your state bud-
get dollar and
higher education,
nearly 12%.

Keep in touch…

I’d like to hear from you

Your input helps me do a better job of representing you and your
family.

Because we are entering an election year, the law allows us to send
you only two House-sponsored mailings between now and next Novem-
ber; this one at the beginning of the legislative session and another after
it ends to brief you on the progress we made.

We can, however, continue our communication and correspond with
constituents who contact us directly with questions or requests for infor-
mation regarding specific issues.

One of the best ways to reach me is by going to my member
Web site http://hrc.leg.wa.gov/members/tom  and clicking on the
FEEDBACK button.

$
Interesting

Economy Facts:

■ In 2003, lawmakers closed a $2.7
billion budget deficit without
raising taxes.

■ The current budget provides re-
serves of $488 million, compared
to more than $1 billion in 2001.

■ Labor & Industries instituted a
9.8% increase in workers’ comp
rates – the second such employer
paid increase in two years.


